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I will now make a statement in my national capacity. 
 
At the outset, I would like to thank Secretary General His Excellency Mr. Ban Ki-

moon for his participation and statement in this Open Debate. I would also like to 
strongly condemn the terrorist attack on the UN office in Abuja and extend our 
condolences to the government and people of Nigeria and to the Secretary General and 
wider UN family. 

 

 
 
2. Peacekeeping is a term that does not find mention in the UN charter. Yet, it has 
become the face of the United Nations. Consuming more resources, employing more 
people and occupying a greater share of the Security Council’s time than any single 
other issue, no other Council instrument has had a greater impact on the provenance 
and application of international law and international humanitarian law as its 
peacekeeping mandates. Peacekeeping has also generated, for the United Nations, a 
reputation for impartiality and fairness.  
 
3. India is proud to have been associated with UN peacekeeping from its very 
inception. As a country that has contributed more than 100,000 peacekeepers to 
virtually every United Nations peacekeeping operation in the past six decades, we are 



also conscious that much has changed since the first peacekeeping missions were 
launched more than five decades ago. 
 
4. The geo-political environment in which peacekeeping is conducted today is vastly 
different from those days. Global capabilities, economic, political and military, have also 
shifted most significantly. Moreover, Peacekeeping Missions today deal predominantly 
with intra-state issues rather than the classic role of interposing troops between warring 
states. The peacekeeping agenda has also added new dimensions in various civilian and 
policing domains and the UN’s initiatives on peacebuilding demands a close examination 
into the entire enterprise of peacekeeping.  
 
5. The challenge before the international community is to build on the legacy of 
peacekeeping and ensure that it remains relevant to current realities. Today UN 
Peacekeeping faces a number of challenges with the resource gap being the central one 
and peacekeepers being asked to do more with less. Ambitious agendas are not being 
backed with the financial, operational and logistical resources. This lack of resources 
tells on the operational effectiveness of peacekeeping and casts a shadow on the 
credibility of the Council’s mandates. Mandates also need to be relevant to realities in 
the ground.  
 
6. Suggestions that the Council adopt a two-stage mandate creation process that 
takes into account the complexities on the ground and matches these with resource 
requirements need to be seriously and urgently considered by the Council.  
The need for in-depth consultations with troop and police contributing countries should 
be an integral part of the mandate generation process.  
 
7. We also note the slow and cumbersome process of recruitment for key positions. 
This process will not only be speeded up by greater reliance on seconded capacities 
from governments of member-states but also benefit from their real experiences in 
nation-building. This holds true not only for field positions but also in the management 
structures of DPKO and DFS.  
 
8. Given the importance of Africa on the UN’s peacekeeping agenda, India supports 
the capacity building of the African Union’s peace and security architecture so that the 
AU becomes a more effective and capable partner of the UN system.  
 
9. Peacekeeping is a partnership involving members of this Council, the General 
Assembly, TCCs and PCCs and the host country. It is critical that the guiding principles 
of consent, non-use of force except in self defence or defence of the mandate and 
impartiality are strenuously guarded. This is important to ensure that United Nations 
peacekeeping retains its credibility and universal acceptability. 
 



10. Of late, several UN peacekeeping mandates have included tasks that raise 
questions on the fundamental tenet of consent. These place peacekeepers in difficult 
legal circumstances and thereby hamper effectiveness.  
 
11. The principle of national ownership needs to occupy centre-stage in all 
peacekeeping and peacebuilding activities of the United Nations.  
 
12. I would like to conclude by paying homage to those peacekeepers, including 
from my country, who laid down their lives while serving in UN Missions 
 

Thank You.  
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