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Thank you, Mr President,   

           Since the beginning of the crisis in Syria in March last year, India has been 
concerned at its implications within and outside Syria.  We have been mindful of the 
important role that the Syrian Arab Republic has historically played in the Middle 
East. We think that prolonged instability and unrest in Syria have serious implications 
for peace and stability in the wider region. We have, therefore, since the beginning of 
the protests, called for a peaceful and inclusive political process to address the 
grievances of all sections of Syrian society.  

 2.       We strongly condemn all violence, irrespective of whoever the perpetrators 
are. We also condemn all violations of human rights.  India holds the rights of 
expression and peaceful assembly among the fundamental values that should be 
respected, while ensuring stability and security of society. 

 3.       India has conveyed this message to the Syrian leadership, both bilaterally as 
well as along with its IBSA partners. We have impressed upon the Syrian side the 
urgent need to abjure violence and pay heed to the aspirations of the people of Syria. 
This message was also contained in the Council's PRST issued in August 2011 under 
India's Presidency. Unfortunately, the situation has continued to deteriorate. We have 
also witnessed several terrorist attacks in different parts of the country. Resort to 
violence by all sides in the crisis remains unabated. 

 4.       We are firmly of the view that a political process for resolution of the present 
crisis should be led by the Syrians themselves. We believe that the main role of the 
international community, including this Assembly, is to facilitate engagement of the 
Syrian Government with all sections of Syrian society for an inclusive political process, 
taking into account the legitimate aspirations of all Syrians while ensuring respect for 
the country's independence, sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity.  

 5.    The League of Arab States, as an important regional organisation, should play its 
required and historic role in promoting political dialogue among the Syrian parties. 
Our support for the resolution adopted by this Assembly today is in accordance with 
our support for the efforts by the Arab League for a peaceful resolution of the crisis 
through a Syrian-led inclusive political process.  

 6.    I would, however, like to express our regret at the procedure followed in this 
Assembly during the week in discussing the situation in Syria. Exceptions to 
established procedures are best avoided to maintain the credibility of any institution. 
Also, it would do us immense good if there is greater readiness from all quarters to 
negotiate a text with a view to reaching a consensus. 



 7.    Mr President, my delegation notes that the resolution just adopted expressly 
reaffirms that all countries should refrain from the threat or use of force against the 
territorial integrity or political independence of any State or act in any other manner 
inconsistent with the purposes of the United Nations. The resolution also condemns all 
violence, irrespective of where it comes from, and calls for serious political dialogue 
between the Syrian government and the whole spectrum of the opposition under the 
auspices of the League of Arab States.  We believe that the leadership of Syria is a 
matter for the Syrian people to decide.  We call on all opposition forces in Syria to 
peacefully engage in constructive dialogue with the authorities.  

 6.    In this connection, Mr President, we have noted the decision of the Syrian 
leaderhsip to hold a referendum on a new draft constitution on 26 February and 
organise multi-party elections within next three months. We hope that this decision 
will create a new environment for peace and facilitate a political process.  

           I thank you. 
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