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India's Role in Global South: A Vision for the Future

India has long been a champion for shared prosperity,
inclusive development, and equitable global governance. The nation
guided by the principles of Respect, Dialogue, Cooperation,
Peace, and Prosperity has positioned itself as a leading voice for the
Global South. The ethos of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (One Earth,
One Family) emphasized during India's presidency of the G20 in
2023, remains at the core of India's diplomatic approach.

India’s initiatives in women peacekeeping through Centre for
United Nations Peacekeeping (CUNPK) has paid rich dividends in
pioneering women participation in UN Peacekeeping missions. The
nation has shown focus and commitment on training and capacity
building by consistently pushing for increased female participation in
UN Peacekeeping forces and advocaling gender responsive reforms
at UN.
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The seminar successfully brought together policy makers,
military officials, academia and women peacekeeping personnel from
35 Global South countries to discuss challenges, contributions and

future strategies for fostering gender inclusive peacekeeping efforts.

Opening Proceedings: A Momentous Start

The conference commenced with an inspiring inaugural
session wherein Lieutenant General Rakesh Kapoor, AVSM, VSM,
DCOAS (IS&C), delivered a welcome address, followed by opening
remarks by Lieutenant General NS Raja Subramani, PVSM, AVSM,
SM,VSM,VCOAS.




@

Dr. S. Jaishankar, India's
External Affairs Minister, delivered
the keynote address, marking the =
25th anniversary of lhe landmark
UN Security Council Resolution |
1325 on Women, Peace, and
Security. Dr. Jaishankar reaffirmed
India's unwavering commitment fo
gender inclusivity in peacekeeping
and highlighted the pivotal role
wamen play in global peace and security.

Distinguished Speakers: A Powerful Lineu

The conference featured distinguished speakers from various fields
of expertise who shared lhelrs views on gender inclusivity, Sexual
Exploftation & Abuse (SEA) and global perspectives of peacekeeping
dynamics,

Mr Jean-Pierre Lacroix (Linder-Secrelary-General
for Peace Operations): USG discussed the significance of
regional cooperation in UN niiss_iipns.

Mr Christian Saunders (Under-Secretary-General, ﬁ:

Office of Special coordinalor on SEA). He emphasized on [wi s
importance of addressing the issue of gender sensitivity and .

SEA.

Dr. Kiran Bedi (Former Governor of Puducherry):
Speaker highlighted the importance & role of women
peacekeepers in UN Missions.
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Ms. Seema Dhundia (Inspector General, CRPF}: _E'J
Shared her experiances of leading first ever all women Indlan P‘ ;
g

cantingent in Liberia.

Lt. Gen, Sadhna 8. Nair (Director General of Madical
Services, Army): DGMS highlighted the significance of tela-
medicing in providing affect/ve healthcare In mission araas.

Ms Debjani Ghosh (Distinguished fellow NITI Ayog):
She emphasized on abserption of latest cutting edge
technologies in LIN missions.




Key Thematic Sessions: Addressing Key Challenges

The conference featured five key thematic sessions, each
tackling critical aspects of gender inclusivity and peacekeeping:

v" Addressing Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (SEA) in
Peacekeeping: To tackle sexual exploitation and abuse
within peacekeeping missions, emphasising the need for
stringent accountability, victim support, and creating a
culture of zero tolerance.

v Technology in Peacekeeping — Can We Do Befter?: To
discuss advanced technologies, such as real-time
communication platforms, surveillance systems and Al
analytics to strengthen peacekeeping operations. Mitigation
measures to counter challenges of cyber security and the
digital divide were also deliberated.



v" The Role of Women Peacekeepers: Celebrating the
unigue confributions of women peacekeepers, panelists
shared stories of how women foster trust, address gender-
based violence with empathy, and act as role models for
other women and girls.

v Opportunities for Collaboration in Training and
Capacity Building in the Global South: To identify
opportunities and focus areas for collaboration in training.
resource-sharing, joint exercises and capacity building.

v" Promoting Regional Cooperation in Peacekeeping —
The Global South Context: Significance of regional
alliances and strategies to align responses to conflicts,
sharing best practices, and strengthening coordination
within the Global South.




The conference was a resounding success and key

takeaways are as under:

v

Emergence of India as a leading voice of Global South
nations in amplifying a shared vision.

Need for enhanced dialogues and collaboration/
cooperation among peacekeepers from the Global
South.

Accentuating women's perspective and participation at
all levels of peacekeeping operations and highlighting
their contributions lo global peace and security.

Reinforcing the capabilities of peacekeepers of Global
South nations through en hanced training, resources and
technological support.

Reaffirmation of India's commitment to capacity-building
initiatives in the Global South.

Global South Nation recognised India as a preferred option
o acquire peacekeeping equipment.

Further promote cooperative frameworks and mutual
understanding among Global South nations to address
contemporary peacekeeping challenges, including Sexual
Exploitation & Abuse and gender inclusivity.

Collaboration amongst nations lo creale a Future-Ready
Technologically Enabled Peacekeeping Force.



Standout Moments

An engagement with Honourable President of India, Smt
Droupadi Murmu on 24 Feb 2025 at Rashtrapati Bhawan,
emphasized the importance of the conference at the highest
levels of government.

During the ===
conference, a special "Make
in India" equipment and
vehicle display showcasing
India's innovation and
contributions to global
peacekeeping was

organised on 24 and 25 Feb [l
2025,

The display
underscored India's
commitment to Atmanirbhar
Bharat (Self-Reliant India)
= and ils growing role in
supporting UN peacekeeping

B missions with innovative,
indigenously manufactured
solutions.
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A visit of women peacekeepers to Agra was conducted on
26 February 2025 to further promote camaraderie and cultural
exchange.




' l Valedictory Session
|

The conference culminated with a valedictory session that
featured speeches from Mr Jean Pierre Lacroix, Shri Tanmaya Lal
(Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs) and Shri Sanjay Seth,
Honourable Raksha Rajya Mantri of India.




Conclusion: A Historic Event for the Global South

The "Women in Peacekeeping: A Global South
Perspective" conference received widespread acclaim
from delegates, experts, and UN representatives.
Extensive media coverage, including statements from
dignitaries such as the President of India and UN
officials, emphasized the event's significance.

This maiden initiative by Centre for UN
Peacekeeping championed gender inclusivity, reinforcing
India's leadership role in strengthening global
peacekeeping efforts and setting new benchmarks for
future UN engagements.
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